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[bookmark: _Toc103259602]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk96599087]All research undertaken by Forensicare staff or external researchers involving consumers, staff, or 
records of Forensicare must be approved by the Operational Research Committee (ORC) and an NHMRC-accredited HREC. 
[bookmark: _Toc103259603][bookmark: _Hlk96593446]Forensicare Strategic Research Priority Areas 
[bookmark: _Hlk96605295]Research at Forensicare is conducted to: 
· Evaluate and improve our services and strengthen the capability and wellbeing of our staff
· Improve how we collaborate with our consumers and their families, carers and support partners in identifying and meeting their needs to maximise illness, social and offending recovery, and community safety
· [bookmark: _Hlk96591075]Generate new knowledge and innovation in forensic mental health environments, practice and teaching that shapes policy and drives local and international improvement in the field of forensic mental health
[bookmark: _Hlk96591732]Please select the relevant Forensicare Strategic Research Priority Area that the proposed project will address
	Forensicare Strategic Research Priority Areas
	(Yes or No)

	Evaluates and improves Forensicare services
	

	Improves how we partner with our consumers and carers and promote their journey towards improved wellbeing and more meaningful lives

	

	Strengthens the capability and wellbeing of our staff
	

	Addresses the mental health and other causes of violence and complex problem behaviour

	

	Improves how we prevent inpatient aggression and violence and reduce restrictive intervention use

	

	Helps us address co-occurring disorders and other factors that delay recovery progress

	


[bookmark: _Hlk96592036]




Please add the relevant HREC and level of risk according to the relevant HREC
	Relevant HREC & project code/number
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk96593062]Risk
	Exempt
☐
	 Low or Negligible risk          ☐
	> Low or Negligible risk           ☐



[bookmark: _Hlk96596277][bookmark: _Hlk96592983]Please add the relevant information 

	Project title
	

	Principal investigator 
(Title, Name, Role, Affiliation(s) e.g., Forensicare, CFBS)
	

	Co-investigator(s)
(Title, Name, Role, Affiliation e.g., Forensicare, CFBS)
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk96595781]Is this a student project?
	Yes          ☐
	No            ☐

	Student investigator name 
	

	University & Degree 
	

	What will the student investigator be responsible for?
(e.g., data collection, etc.)
	


Please add the relevant information 
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[bookmark: _Toc103259604]Framework to Assess the Impact from Translational health research (FAIT) 
[bookmark: _Hlk96599362]A strategic outcome of Forensicare is to implement and measure the Framework to Assess the Impact from Translational health research (FAIT) across Forensicare research programs. Meeting this outcome is a component of our Strategic Plan 2021-2026. Our strategic direction of Research, Education and Innovation is directly related to our Vision; Meaningful lives lived safely; Hope in recovery; Connected care.
Please add the relevant information (you may use several pages)

	Need of the community
	Aim(s) & Activity(s) (i.e., what will be done to meet the aims)
	Outcome measures (i.e., specific to each aim)
	Outcomes used by (e.g., researchers, health services, colleagues, etc.)
	Impact/Benefit 
(e.g., advance knowledge, clinical implication, community benefit, policy & legislation, economic benefit)

	
	Aims

	Activities

	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc103259605](adopted from Searles et al., 2016; DOI 10.1186/s12961-016-0131-2) An approach to measuring and encouraging research translation and research impact | Health Research Policy and Systems | Full Text (biomedcentral.com)




[bookmark: _Hlk96599413][bookmark: _Hlk96593586]Please add the relevant information
 
[bookmark: _Hlk96597456]Introduction/Background (1-page maximum)





[bookmark: _Toc103259606]Research Design & EQUATOR Network checklist (e.g., mixed methods, quantitative, etc.)
(see: The EQUATOR Network | Enhancing the QUAlity and Transparency Of Health Research (equator-network.org))Research Design: 

EQUATOR Reporting Tool: 

Methods (1-page maximum)
	Forensicare Directorate
	Thomas Embling Hospital
☐
	Prison
☐
	Community forensic mental health services 
☐
	Service-wide
☐

	Participants & sample size (include consent process)
	

	Data collection - Quantitative (i.e., list all the dependent variables and how/where they will be collected) 
If your application requires access to PMI or CMI, you must provide evidence of conditional approval from Health Information Services. Please email research@forensicare.vic.gov.au and we will assist you with this process.
	

	Data collection – Qualitative (i.e., how data will be collected) 
	







[bookmark: _Toc103259607]Forensicare Co-design Framework
Forensicare is committed to moving away from designing services for people and moving towards designing services with people. Forensicare is committed to ongoing, effective, and engaging partnership with our consumers, carers, families and supporters, valuing their knowledge and expertise in creating quality services, programs, and policies. 

	Has the project been co-designed?
	Yes
☐
	No
☐

	If yes, describe the co-design process
	

	If no, explain why not
	







[bookmark: _Toc103259608]Impact on Forensicare services, resources, and time

	If an investigator is a Forensicare staff member please describe their role in the project
	

	




This Forensicare Research Proposal Protocol is informed by the following documents: 
· Forensicare Strategic Plan 2021-2026
· Research Operational Plan 2021-2026
· Forensicare guideline for submissions to the Operational Research Committee 2025
· Forensicare Co-Design Framework 
Please contact the Forensicare Research Department for any and all queries about conducting research, clinical audits, or service evaluations at Forensicare: 
research@forensicare.vic.gov.au
[bookmark: _Toc103259609]Submission checklist  
	Item
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	[bookmark: _Hlk96604820]Relevant HREC application form
	☐	☐	☐
	Evidence of peer review
	☐	☐	☐
	HIS – PMI / CMI approval 
	☐	☐	☐
	Advertising material (i.e., recruitment strategy documents)
	☐	☐	☐
	Agreement from external body/organisation
	☐	☐	☐
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Supply all supporting documents in one PDF file  
	☐	☐	
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